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PRICES.  AND  TERMS  OF  SALE. 
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PRICES  OF  LANDS 

J 

depend  upon  their  character  and  location.  In  gen¬ 
eral  te  ros  they  range  from  g  1.25  to  p  5.00  per  acre. 

Excellent  land,  suitable  for  orange  culture  and  gen¬ 
eral  faming  purposes,  can  bo  obtained  for  $  2.50  per  acre. 
Special  prices  for  largo  sales  of  10,000  acres  and  upwards. 

TERMS  OF  SALE. 

To  actual  settlers,  making  improvements,  one-third 
cash,  balance  in  one  and  two  years;  8  p  r  cent,  interest 
on  deferred  payments. 

To  buyers  not  settling  and  making  Improvements  one- 
third  cash,  balance  'In  sis  and  twelve  months;  8  per  cent, 
interest  on  deferred  payments. 

TITLE. 

The  title  given  by  the  Florida  Southern  Railway  is  abso¬ 
lutely  perfect.  The  lands  constituting  its  grant  were  deeded 
by  the  United  States  government  to  the  State  of  Florida,  and 
have  been  conveyed  by. the  State  directly  to  the  Railway  ComparY* 
For  detailed  inf ormation,  at  dress 

COMMISSIONER  OF  LANDS  AND  IMMIGRATION, 

Florida  Southern  Railway  Co. 


Jacksonville,  Fla 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2019  with  funding  from 

University  of  Florida,  George  A.  Smathers  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/landgrantoffloriOOunse 


THE  LAND  GHAUT 

of  the 

FLORIDA  SOUTHERN  RAILWAY 

/ 

consists  of  3,000,000  acres  of  agricultural,  fruit,  grazing 
and  timber  lands  in  the  State  of  Florida,  situated  in  the 
counties  of  Nassau,  Duval,  Baker,  Columbia,  Bradford,  Clay, 
Levy,  Putnam,  Volusia,  Alachua,  Marion,  Sumter,  Orange,  Lake, 
Osceola,  Hernando,  Brevard,  Monroe,  Polk,  DeSoto,  Manatee  and 
Lee  • 

It  offers  to  the  settler  and  investor  rare  advantages 
and  unusual  inducements  for  the  following  reasons: 

FIRST 

Because  it  is  newly  offered  for  sale,  hence  its  best 
lands  are  still  available  for  purchase,  not  having  been  se¬ 
lected  and  bought  up, as  in  other  grants. 

SECOND. 

Being  situated  in  so  many  different  counties  it  gives 
the  settlor  the  widest  choice  of  locations,  from  the  extreme 
northern  boundary  of  the  State  to  a  district  south  of  the 
Caloosahatchee  River;  and  it  embraces  every  variety  of  soil 
and  climate  necessary  to  the  growth  of  all  the  products  of 
the  State. 

THIRD. 

The  lands  in  the  counties  of  Polk,  De  Soto  and  Manatee  are 
much  further  south  than  any  others  reached  by  rail  in  the  State 
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of  f lor Ida. 

This  fact  speaks  for  itself,  and  gives  them  a  distinc¬ 
tive  claim  on  the  attention  of  the  settler,  as  being  adapted 
to  the  safe  and  profitable  culture  of  truly  tropical  pro¬ 
ducts,  because  below  the  limit  of  destructive  cold. 

In  this  section,  also,  the  orgnge  comes  to  bearing  much 
earlier  than  in  the  counties  further  north;  and  the  lemon 
and  lime,  which  are  too  tender  to  flourish  in  other  parts  of 
the  State,  here  become  certain  and  profitable  products. 

This  region  has  long  been  famous  for  its  fertile  soil  and  at¬ 
tractive  climate,  but  is  now  for  the  first  time  opened  to  set¬ 
tlement  and  development,  by  the  completion  of  the  Charlotte 
Harbor  Division  of  the  Florida  Southern  Railway,  from  Bartow 
to  Punt a  Gorda  on  Charlotte  Harbor. 

The  evident  advantages  of  this  district  are  shown  by  th3 
great  immigration  that  has  followed  the  building  of  the  rail¬ 
road.  Ho  part  of  the  State  is  gaining  in  population  faster 
than  these  counties. 

.  ✓ 

The  lands  owned  by  the  railway  company  in  these  counties 
lie  near  the  road.  They  are  offered  at  low  rates,  and  are  be¬ 
ing  rapidly  taken  up  by  settlers. 

FOURTH. 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  the  settler  in  a  nev/  tate 
to  locate  near  an  enterprising  and  progressive  railroad,  that 
will  push  the  development  of  the  country,  and  furnish  rapid 
transportation  for  his  crops  to  good  markets. 
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The  Florida  Southern.  Raili  ay  of  ers  all  of  those  ad¬ 
vantages.  It  is  a  strong  lin£,  determined  to  bring  out 
all  the  r ; sources  of  the  country  through  which  it  passes, 
and  to  fill  it  with  good  settlors*  It  h  s  extensive1  steam¬ 
ship  and  railway  connections,  and  all  facilities  for  the  safe 
and  rapid  f orwr rd&ng  of  fruit  and  oth  r  products  to  the  great 
markets  of  the  North  and  Nest,  as  well  as  to  the  loading  home 
markets  of  Florida. 

The  railway  is  well  built,  well  equipped  and  well  operated. 
It  begins  at  Palatka,  at  the  head  of  deep  water  navigati  n 
on  the  St  John’s  liver,  and  ends  at  Punta  Gorda,  tho  new  port 
on  Charlotte  Harbor,  on  tho  Gulf  of  Mexico,  thus  having  fa¬ 
cilities  for  ocean-going  vessels  at  both  its  terminals. 

In  its  survey  great  care  was  taken  to  lay  out  the  line  so 
that  it  should  pa  s  through  the  most  at  ractive  and  fertile  por¬ 
tions  of  th  Florida  peninsul a.  The  immigration  that  has  fol¬ 
lowed  its  construction,  and  the  towns  that  have  sprung  up,  show 
tho  wisdom  displayed  in  locating  the  line. 


TQHN  ■  ON  TH!’  LINH  OF  THF  FLORIDA  SOUTH.:  JN  HY. 

Palatka.  on  the  St  John’s  diver,  is  the  county  seat  of 
Putnam  County.  It  is  the  headquarters  of  the  Florida  Southern 
Railway  and  its  repair  shops  a  e  loo  ted  here. 

As  Palatka  is  the  head  of  deep  water  navigat.  on,  the  newly 
constructed  docks  and  w'are-houses  of  the  dlori  a  Southern  tail- 
way  are  arranged  to  give  ample  ac  ommo.  tion  to  ocean-going  ves¬ 
sels. 


Three  other  railways  center  at  this  point,  and  the  loc  tion 
of  Palatka,  with  its  unusual  advantages  for  transportation 
by  rail  and  water,  make  it  a  great  distributing  point  to 
the  country  south  and  west  of  it. 

The  Georgia  Southern  and  Florida  R. t. ,  now  building, 
will  make  this  point  one  of  its  terminals. 

The  present  population  of  the  city  is  about  6,000,  and, 
like  its  trade  and  commerce,  is  rapidly  incre  sing,  j al  tka 
contains  two  banks,  several  large  wholesale  and  retail  stores, 
andamdny  factories  and  mills.  Many  steamship  lines  from 
Jacksonville  and  oth  r  pla  ces  on  the  St.  John’s  dver  touch 
at  this  point,  beside  numerous  sailing  vessels  from  New  York, 
Boston,  and  other  north  rn  ports.  The  resident  portions  of 

X 

the  city  are  very  beautiful,  and  contain  many  handsome  dwel¬ 
lings. 

Palatka  has  five  churches,  numerous  schools,  aublic  and 
private,  and  an  excellent  social  tone. 

The  place  has  great  attractions  for  tourists,  delightful 
excursions  can  be  made  to  various  points  on  the  t.  Johns  iver 
or  by  rail  through  a  beautiful  orgnge  region  to /silver  Springs, 
rr turning  down  the  famous  Ocklawaha  River  by  steamers  to  Pa- 
latka , 

From  "  Tho  Heights'1  only  a  mile  from  the  city,  are  ob¬ 
tained  the  finest  river  views  in  ‘‘lorida. 

/  # 

Palatka  has  ample  hotel  accomod  ti  ns.  It  contains  the 
new  Putnam  House,  one  of  the  fines  hotels  in  the  State,  also 
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the  Phoenix,  Carlo  to  ,  Saratoga,  Marion,  and  many  others. 

Francis  is  situated  i  a  first-class  pine  region.  It 
h  s  a  good  school,  church,  and  express  office.  everal  saw- 
mills  are  in  the  no  ighfborhood ,  and  man/  oranges  are  shi  ped 
from,  this  point. 

Hollister,  formerly  known  as  McWilliams,  is  situated 
a t  the  edge  of  an  e  xtensive  stock  range . 

Mann vi 11.  ,  finely  located  on  undulating,  well, drained 
land,  in  a  region  dotted  with  beautiful  1  kes.  The  town  has 
a  church,  schools,  stores,  hotel,  saw  and  planing  mills,  and 
cont  ins  one  of  the  largest  orange  nurseries  in  the  tate. 
Strawberry  culture  is  largely  carried  on  at  this  place  end 
greet  uan titles  ar  shipped  to  New  York  every  inter. 

Into  lachon.  situated,  as  its  name  suggests,  between 
two  lakes,  is  a  thriving  and  beautiful  place,  becoming  quite 
well  known  a  a  winter  resort.  It  contains  a  church,  sch  ols, 
stores,  two  hotels,  many  boarding-houses,  and  some  fine  resi¬ 
dences,  In  the  immediate  neighborhood  ar ^  500  acres  of  beauti¬ 
ful  young  orange  groves. 

Keuka ( Pleasant  Valley ) .  on  high,  healthy,  fertile  land, 
and  surrounded  by  charming  lakes,  is  a  place  of  many  attractions 
and  advantages.  The  location  is  not  only  well  adapted  to  the 
orange,  but  also  to  the  culture  of  many  other  fruits,  such  as 
peach,  plum,  persimmon  and  the  various  field  crops  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  bchool,  church,  stores,  hote}.,  post  and  express  office. 


i 
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Johnson,  At  this  station  there  is  a  good  scho  1,  store, 
post  and  express  office*  Flourishing  orange  groves  in  the 
vicinity  annually  ship  large  quantities  of  fruit* 

Me Meek in.  one  of  the  highest  points  on  the  railway  in 
Putnam  County,  is  in  the  lake  district ,  \u>:  surrounded  by  fine 
bearing  orgnge  groves*  School,  church,  3tores,  hotel* 

(Hawthorne )  Wait's  Crossing*  is  in  the  h  art  of  a  famous 
vegetable  region.  Many  thousand  boxes  of  oranges  ar.  also 
annually  shipped.  Population  350.  Large  public  school,  c  urhhes, 
sto  es,  hotels,  three  cotton  gins,  wagon  repair  shop. 

Prove  Park  has  school,  church,  stores,  hotel,  saw  and 
planing  mill,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  prosperous  and  fertile 
country. 

Poohelle  has  school,  churches,  stores,  hotel,  cotton  and  corn 

mills*  Ships  many  oranges.  This  point  Is  the  junction  of  the  Laines- 

.  \ 

ville  Bra  ch  with  the  /fain  ine  of  the  Florida  Southern  ailway. 

Gainesvi lie .  the  county  seat  of  Alachua  County,  is  one  of 

,  / 

the  most  import  nt  railroad  centers  in  Flori  a.  At  this  place 
the  Florida  Southern  Hailway  connects  with  the  av  nnah,  Florida 
and  Western  system  for  all  points  North  and  vest*  Gainesville 
has  a  population  of  about  5,000.  It  contains  sevor  1  f;  ctories, 
wholesale  and  retail  stores,  and  hotels,  and,  as  a  business  and 
distributing  point,  is  steadily  growing  in  size  and  importance* 
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Ml  canopy.  on  the  Mioanopy  Branch  of  the  Florida  Southern 
Railway,  is  practically  a  va  rfc  orange  grove,  containing  an 
old  and  inter  sting  set  lenient  of  600  people.  Schools,  churches, 
hotel,  stores,  grist  mill  and  cotton  mill.  About  100,000  boxes 
of  oranges  are  annually  shipped  frora  this  point, 

i 

Lvinston.  is  well  known  as  being  the  site  of  a  large  annual 
camp-iaeeting.  A  number  of  fine  orange  groves  are  in  the  vicinity. 

Boardnrn.  about  a  mile  from  Orange  Lake,  s  near  some  of 
the  finest  orange  groves  in  the  State. 

McIntosh,  a  small  place  recently  started,  is  in  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  well  adapted  to  orange  and  vegetable  culture. 

Lochbie  is  surrounded  by  a  fine  farming  country,  with  a  strong, 
rich  soil. 

Oak  harm. Pleasantly  situated  in  an  attractive  region. 

Git  a.  on  the  Citra  Spur,  or  branch  of  the  Florida  Southern 
railway,  is  situated  on  Grange  Lake,  and  surrounded  by  some  of 
the  la  gest  and  lost  productive  orange  groves  of  Florida,  The 
adjacent  co  ntry  hr  s  bepn  long  settled  and  highly  cultivated. 

Popu  ation  about  600.  Stores,  churches,  schools,  hotel  and  many 
boarding-houses.  This  place  annually  ships  about  125,000  boxes 
of  oranges  and  25,000  crates  of  vegetables. 

JLU 

Reddick  is  the  center  of  a  fertile  country.  Church,  school, 
stores,  cotton  gin. 

Martin  ships  many  tousand  boxes  of  oranges.  Stores,  hotel. 

Fount  Tab or  is  locr.t  ?d  in  good  country  for  general  farming. 

Kendrick,  a  new  to  a  recently  surveyed,  is  one  of  the  best 
pine  land  sections  in  the  State.  The  Flori  a  Southern  Railway  owns 
every  other  lot  in  this  place. 


Ooala  ,  the  county  seat  of  Marion  County,  is  a  growing 
city  of  importance.  The  adjacent  country  is  fertile  and  well 
cult iv  ted,  and  large  shipments  of  vegetables  and  oranges  are 
annually  made.  The  town  contains  a  population  of  about  £,500 
inhabitants.  Three  banking  houses,  aany  large  wholesale  and 
retail  stores,  schools,  churches,  a  large  tourist  hotel  and 
other  smaller  hotels, 

.elshtoh,  named  for  Captain  John  elsh,  of  :  ennsyl vania, 
is  an  enter  prising  young  own,  ?rell  laid  out  in  bro  d  stree  ts, 
and  contains  a  large,  new  tourist  hotel,  school,  stores,  church 
and  livery  stable, 

Candler  has  a  out  200  inhabitants.  School,  church,  stores 
and  hotel,  A  number  of  thriving  orange  groves  are  planted  in  the 
vicinity,  Lake  Weir,  a  few  miles  distant,  affords  fishing  and 

shooting, 

Qcklawaha ,  named  for  the  famous  river  of  th  t  name,  which 
runs  near  the  place#  i3  a  small  point  located  in  a  well  settled 
and  fertile  country. 

East  Lake .  on  the  east  bank  of  Lake  -Teir,  has  many  fine  ora  ge 

groves  in  its  vicinity. 

Stanton,  also  on  Lake  Weir,  has  a  beautiful  location.  Two 
schools,  three  churches,  three  stores,  hotel  and  about  400  inhabi¬ 
tants  . 

South  Lake  elr.-  The  village  proper  is  on  the  bankte  of  the 
famous  and  beautiful  lake  of  the  same  name  about  two  miles  from 
the  sta  ion.  The  situation  is  picturesque,  and  the  surrounding 
country  is  high  and  rolling. 
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Conant  has  about  250  inhabitants,  public  sohool,  private 
academy,  churches,  stores,  large  tourist  hot  1,  and  saw  mill* 

It  is  a  thriving  olace,  in  a  good  district* 

Lady  L  ake  has  a  large  high  school,  five  churches,  six  stores, 
two  hotels*  hips  many  oranges  and  some  vegetables* 

Fruit land  ark*  200  inhabitants,  public  school,  churches,  stores, 
and  large  saw  mill, 

Leesburg *105  miles  from  alatka,  takes  high  rank  as  a  pro¬ 
gressive  and  energetic  young  city.  It  h  s  many  large  stores, 
schools,  churches,  and  several  well-known  and  well-kept  hotels. 

Many  value bi  orange  groves  are  in  the  vicinity,  and  the  output 
of  fruit  and  vegetables  is  large.*.  The  population  is  about  1,300. 

At  Leesburg  the  Gt.  Johns  an  Lake  Eustis  Division  of  the  ’lori  a 
South  n  Railway  b  nones  off,  and  skirting  the  southern  shores  of 
Lake  '’Tiffin,  passes  through  a  fertile  hammock  Country,  and  touch¬ 
ing  the  town  of  ort  Kason,  on  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  lustis, 
it  passes  through  the  towns  of  Umatilla,  Glendale,  Altoona,  davens- 

wood  end  Summit*  These  are  situated  in  the  famous  and  beautiful 

,  /  \ 

lake  district  of  Florida,  on  high,  rolling,  well-dr  ined  lands. 

This  region  combines  good  soil,  fine  scenery  and  hef lthfulnoss, 
-Astor.  on  the  St  Joints  River,  is  the  northern  terminal  of  the 
St,  Johns  and  Lake  Eustis  Division,  where  connections  are  made  with 
all  steamers  for  the  Upper  ft.  Johns. 

Eustis,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Harris, is  one  of  the  hand¬ 
somest  towns  in  Florida.  The  land  is  high  pine,  perfectly  drained, 
rising  in  bold  slopes,  and  commanding  an  outlook  ovrr  the  lake.  The 
adjacent  Country  i®  fertile  and  well  popul  ted,  and  Eustis  is  rapid¬ 
ly  growing  in  trade  and  population.  It  has  many  stores,  churches, 
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schools,  and  good  hotels, 

Tavares  Is  an  important  railroad  center  and  business 
point,  between  Lakes  Dora  and  KUstis,  It  has  several  stores, 
schools,  srhurches,  hotels,  and  the  finest  opera  house  in  lorida. 

Lane  Park .  the  south-western  terminus  of  the  St  Johns  and 
Lake  Eustis  Division,  Is  beautifully  situated  on  high,  rolling 
due  land,  on  the  banks  of  Lake  Harris, 

Okahumpka ,  four  miles  south  of  Leesburg,  is  in  th  center 
of  a  rich  hammock  country,  nd  is  sure  to  become  n  important 
shipping  point  for  vegetable  s  and  small  fruits. 

Center  Hill,  on  the  m  in  line  of  the  Florida  Southern  Rail¬ 
road,  sout  of  Leesburg,  is  loacted  in  a  rich  and  well-set d 
country,  whose  strong  soils  are  suited, not  only  to  orange  and  o 
other  fruits,  but  also  to  the  stable  field  crops.  School, 
church,  stores,  hotel. 

Webster  has  schools,  church,  stores,  large  hotel,  and  an¬ 
nually  ships  large  numbers  of  oranges. 

Dragern  Junction  Is  located  in  a  region  adapted  to  general 
farming,  vegetables,  and  fruit.  Stores,  church,  school,  and 
200  inhabitants. 

Pemberton  Ferry  is  at  the  Junction  of  the  Brooksvillc  spur 
with  the  main  line. 

Brooksville  ,  the  county  seat  of  Hernando  County,  is  a  town 
of  about  1,000  inhabitants,  nd  is  situated  on  one  of  the  high¬ 
est  points  in  the  State,  several  hundred  feet  above  tide  watery 
The  surrounding  country  is  a  na  nificent  rolling  hammock,  suited 
to  every  kind  of  general  f  ruing  end  fruit. 

Bartow  ,  the  county-seat  of  Polk  County,  is  an  enterprising 
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r flourishing  town,  of  1,400  inhabitants,  and  the  start ing- 
'  joint  of  the  C  orlotte  Harbor  Division,  of  the  Plori  a  Southern 
tailwry,  It  contains  several  ohu  ohes  and  hotels,  schools, 
stores,  ice  factory,  and  several  livery  stables.  The  town 
is  Well  laid  out  in  fine  stre.  to,  and  has  many  handsome  resi¬ 
dences.  The  surrounding  country  is  remark  bly  fertile,  and 
has  large  boui js  of  both  hanraock  and  pine  lane  of  fine  quality. 

Homeland  is.  beautifully  locat  d.  in  the  pine  woods  of  Volk 
County,  on  a  hi$h,  healthy,  well  drained  town-site. 

Fort  Meade  consists  of  two  settlements.  "he  old  town  of 
Fort  'leado,  about  a  mile  from  the  station,  and  the  new  town 
im-Ddi  tely  around  the-  depot.  No  place  in  'lori  a  excels  the 
picturesque  beauty  of  the  old  t  wn;  its  tain  stre  t  is  lined 
with  luxuriant  orange  groves  and  noble  live  oaks.  The  new 
ta  n  is  finely  loc-  tod  on  clear,  high,  pine  1  nd;  the  site  is 

at  motive ,  perfectly  healthy,  and  is  being  rapidly  o©  upied 

yn/ 

and  developed.  The  count  x’y  about  Fort  Meade  ia  thickly  settled 
with  an  intelligent  and  prosperous  people.  chools ,  churches, 
stores,  hotels,  Population,  700. 

Bowling  Ore  on  -  This  young  town  has  an  excellent  loc  tion  in 
a  healthy  and  fertile  region. 

/achulla  is  a  Tertil  district,  is  well  situated,  and  rapid¬ 
ly  developMgg. 

::.olfo  'Springs  (Sulphur  springs ) ,  so  named  from  the  springs 
in  its  vicinity,  i3  on  the  south  bank  of  the  ^eace  liver,  vrtiere 
'  it  is  crossed  by  the  lori  la  Southern  Railway. 


*  Charlie  Apopka,  the  next  station  south  of  Zolfo  Springs, 
is  situ  ted  in  a  district  well  adapted  to  the  field  crops 
of  South  Florida. 

Brownsville  is  a  new  station  between  Charlie  Apopka  and 
Aroadia,  on  ain  Branch.  The  land  her  is  high,  rolling  'nd 
very  fertile, 

roauia.  a  finely  located,  booming  young  town,  backed 
by  a  fertile  and  prosperous  country,  an  rapidly  growing 
to  a  pi  ce  of  much  import,  nee.  stores,  hotel,  church,  and 

school  advantages. 

Ilocatee  is  located  in  a  remarkably  fertile  region, 
adapted  both  to  tropical  fruits  and  gener  1  f  ruling, 

v. 

ort  Ogden  has  lonL  n  known  as  the  great  cattle 
centre  of  South  Flori  .a,  Lince  the  opening  of  the  country 
by  the  railway,  the  town  ho  had  much  growth  in  trade  and  popu¬ 
lation.  Ix  contains  school,  churches,  a  large  new  hotel,  and 
several  small  ones. 

Cleveland  .  on  the  east  ba  k  of  the  ^eoce  aivar,  is  a 
young  town,  and  has  stores  andd  good  hotel. 

i-unta  Gorda.  the  southern  terminus  of  the  flori  a  Southern 
Railway,  is  located  at  the  head  of  Chariot  e  Harbor,  an  inlet 
of  the  Culf  of  Hexico.  The  excellent  ha  bor,  and  th  geogr  phi 

i  '  *  f\ 

cal  position  of  this  place'  as  the  nearest  port  to  Cuba  on  the 
iGln  1  nd  of  flori  a,  insures  its  commercial  future. 

Its  cleiias  as  a  pie  sure  resort  nd  sanitarium  are  equally 
grn  t*  Its  winter  climate  i;  an  nearly  perfect  as  any  in  the 
world;  the  low  latitude,  (  26°  ~0f )  modifying  the  cold  waves 
that  sometimes  reach  other  portions  or  Florida. 


‘The  winds  from  the  Gulf,  while  giving  a  salt-wc  ter  tonic  to  t 
the  air,  are  entirely  free  from  the  unpleasant  o hi  11  of  incls 
blowing  from  the  Atlantic. 

The  outlook  over  the  bay  is  superb.  The  shooting  is  good; 
and  the  fishing  is  the  best  in  the  United  States.  Yachtin, 
and  steamboat  excursions,  free  fr  m  danger  and  discomfort 
can  be  made  in  the  sheltered  waters  of  the  bay,  to  ine  Is¬ 
land  and  other  outlying  islands  and  keys;  r  to  Fort  Myers 
on  the  Galoosahatchee  iver ,  or  up  the  neighbor in reace  diver. 

Coconuts,  mangoes,  pineapples,  and  other  tropica  fruits 
nourish  in  the  vicinity. 

The  Florida  Southern  iailway  has  built  two  docks  at 
thi  ;  >oint;  one,  1,500  fe  ,t  long,  to  ac corned  te  pleasure 
craft  and  light  draught  vessels;  and  another  4,000  f  et  in 
length  t  which  deep-dr  ft  ocean  -going  ves  els  can  lie  and 
unlo  d  their  cargoes.  The  track  of  the  railway  runs  to  the  end 
o  this  latter  pier,  so  that  freight  can  be  removed  in  the 
company’s  c  rs. 

The  railway  has  also  built  a  lar  e  ana  at  motive  tourist 
hotel,  and  will  spare  no  puinstto  jaake  uuhtaGObrdc.  a  desir  .ble 
winter  resort.  The  business  and  resident  portions  of  th  town 
a  ©  carefully  separ  ted.  Many  lots  h  ve  be  n  sold  for  residence 
and  business  purposes*  Large  stores  have  eon  built,  fisheries 
haveebeon  established. 

The  steamers  of  the  org;  n  ine  plying  between  -av  na  and 
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New  Orleans  touch  he  e  twice  a  week,  giving  Punta  Gorda 
not  only  direct  co  imunication  with  those  points,  but  with 
all  points  on  the  Mississippi  River,  opening  new  markets 
for  the  products  of  this  country,  heretofore  cut  off  by 
high  freight  ates,  and  also  giving  the  nerchants  a  desirable 
end  cheap  rnakket  to  buy  their  goods. 

FACTS  ABOUT  FLORIDA. 

Topography. 

The  surface  of  the  State  is  generally  undulating,  in 
some  cases  rising  into  well-defined  hills.  It  is  rent  rkable 
for  contfci&ing  an  immense  number  of  fresh-water  lakes,  ran,  ,ing 
in  size  from  a  small  pond  covering  a  few  acres  to  Lake  Okee- 
chobe,  more  than  50  miles  long.  Most  of  these  If kes  have 
bright  clear  water,  and  clean  s  ndy  bottoms,  and  ere  well 
stocked  with  food  fishes.  Florida  is  well  drained  by  a  won¬ 
derful  network  of  rivers,  many  of  them  navigable  for  ves  els 
of  deep  draft.  These  in  connection  with  the  lakes  afford 
unequalled  facilities  for  interior  navi  at ion  and  cheap  trans¬ 
portation. 

Except  in  the  extreme  southern  portion,  called  the  "Ever¬ 
glades",  Florida  is  heavily  timbered  with  forests  of  yellow  and 

Pitch  pine,  cypress  (yellow  and  black),  magnolia,  bay,  and  oak. 
The  numer  us  rivers  and  creeks  penetrating  the  timber  lahds 
in  all  directions,  give  unusual  advantages  of  floating  lumber 
to  convenient  mill-rites. 
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The  soils  of  Florida  differ  from  those  of  other  States, 
and  deserve  special  mention.  They  are  usually  classified  as 
""hammock" ,  "pine",  "swamp" ,  and  "marsh". 

Hammock  This  torm  is  applied  to  lands  of  great  fertility, 
hearing  hard  woods.  They  are  usually  formed  of  fine  vegetable 
mould,  more  or  less  mixed  with  sandy  loam,  in  some  cases  two 
fe  t  deep.  The  substratum  is  generally  clay,  marl  or  limestone. 

In  some  loc  lities  true  shell  deposit  is  found  in  he  ham  ocks. 
Hammocks  are  roughly  divided  into  "high"  and "low".  The  latter, 
as  the  name  would  indicate,  is  low  land,  sometimes  requiring 
ditching.  The  hamnochs  of  Florida  are  among  the  most  fertile 
lands  in  the  United  States,  and  are  adapted  to  all  the  field 
crops  and  most  fruits  of  the  State,  b  t  they  are  hard  r  to  clear 
than  the  pine  lands,  and  are  not  as  healthful  for  residence. 

Hammock  and  pine  lands  are  enerally  so  inte  spersed  th  t  the 
settler  in  locating  can  obtain  some  of  each. 

Pine  lands  are  of  mahy  grades,  The  first-rate  pine  land 
of  Florida  is  unlike  any  soil  to  be  found  in  other  States,  The 
surface  soil  is  usually  sever' 1  inches  deep,  °£*  a  light  sandy 
of  a  light  sandy  loam  mixed  with  vegetable  mould  or  humus.  Beneath 
this,  to  a  depth  of  several  feet,  is  a  layer  of  light  soil,  rest¬ 
ing  generally  on  a  final  subsoil  of  clay,  marl,  or  limestone. 

These  first-class  pine  lands  usually  bear  bout  70  la  ge  pine  tre  s 
to  the  acre.  They  a  re  more  or  les  rolling,  well  drained,  e^sy  to 
break,  and  being  free  of  underbrush  are  easy  to  clear.  They  are  the 
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most  healthful  lands  in  the  State  for  residence,  and  experience 
has  shown  them  to  be  well  adap’ed  to  the  culture  of  the  orange 
and  other  fruits,  and  many  o  the  field  crops. 

Other  pine  lan  s  are  rnor  or  less  interspersed  with  a 
growth  of  oak  and  hickory.  This  variety  of  land  is  held  by  many 
to  be  the  b  st  for  oranges. 

Swamp  Lands;-  The  swamp  lands  of  Florida  are  often  covered 
with  heavy  and  v  luable  timber,  but  are  gene /ally  seless  for  culti¬ 
vation,  (  Marsh  Lands) 

PdO  »UCT5, 

Flori  a  has  the  widest  range  of  agriculture  1  products  of  any 
State  in  the  Union,  The  list  includes: 

Tobacco  ;  This  staple  will  grow  anywhere  in  lori  a,  and 
the  exemption  from  hail  storms  and  frosts  gro:.  tly  f  vor  its  cul¬ 
ture,  The  numerous  cigar  factories  throughout  the  State  furnish 
a  home  market;  nd  an  intelligent  immigrant g  by  c  refully  culti¬ 
vating  select  varieties,  will  find  in  tobacco  a  mo: t  valuable 
money  crop. 

This  Company  has  done  more  towards  attracting  at  ention  to 

tile  cultiva  ion  of  tobacco  in  lori,  a  t  i  n  any  other  company  in 
the  Sta  e.  In  January  its  Commissioner  of  L  rids  a  d  Immigrr  tion 
went  to  Cuba  and  made  a  c  reful  study  of  the  Tobacco  question, 
and  purchased  a  large  quantity  of  tobacco  se'd.  The  Agricul¬ 
tural  Department  in  Washington  has  i Iso  furnisher  him  with  an 
abundance  of  choice  varieties  of  seed  for  experimental  purposes. 

This  department  has,  since  his  rettrni,  given  away  enough  seed 
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to  plant  over  two  thousand  acres  of  1  nd,  nd  the  probabilities  a 
are  that  the  tobacco  crop  in  this  State  this  year  will  amount 
to  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars*  In  addition,  pamphlets  have 
be  n  writ  en,  instructing  the  people  lion/  to  cultivate  and  cure 
tobacco,  and  these  have  been  distributed  throughout  the  State 
to  pi  nters,  free  of  expense*  o  have  spent  several  hundred 
dollars  in  encouraging  the  tobacco  crop,  and  when  the  State 
receives  a  million  dollars  a  year  for  its  cured  crop,  we  will 
feil  that  we  have  been  well  repaid  for  our  expense  and  trouble. 
Field  Crops*-  Cotton,  rice,  sugar-cane,  corn,  rye,  oats,  to¬ 
bacco,  Irish  potatoes’,  sweet  potatoes,  cassava,  ■  rrowroot,  hemp, 
ramie,  jute,  castor-bean,  peas  and  peanuts* 

Fruits:-  Orange,  lemon,  lime,  grape  fruit,  shaddock,  guava,  pine- 
apple,  pomegranate,  banana,  mango,  avacado,  pear,  grape ,  str  w- 
betry,  blackberry,  fig,  olive,  com  ion  pear,  peach,  plum,  also  the 
Le  C  ,nte  or  Chinese  sand  pear,  Pien-tau  or  Chinese  flat  peach, 
the  Loquat  or  Japan  plum,  and  Japan  eersinrion. 

Nuts.  -  Cocoanut,  pecan,  Madiera-nut  and  Brazil-nut* 

Cotton-.  Florida  produces  the  finest  quality  and  the  greatest 
amount  of  long  staple  or  Sea  Island  cot  on  of  any  State  in  the 
Union,  The  co  mion  v  riety  is  also  extensively  cultivated* 

C " ge ? -  r  cane  is  a  standard  crop  of  Flori  a*  The 

low  m..xsuk  _  -mp  lanas,  particularly  those  of  the  southern 

counties,  are  especially  adapted  to  its  cultur  ,  for  there  the 
genial  climate,  with  its  exemption  from  frost,  allows  tho  erne 
to  fully  ripen.  Fair  land  will  produce  from  1,500  to  2,000  lbs 


of  sugar  per  ac  -e;  rich  lands  will  produce  from  2,000  to  4,000 
lbs.  Heretofore  only  rude  methods  and  machinery  have  be  n 
used  with  this  crop;  no  improved  methods  and  machinery  are 
bought  to  bear  upon  it,  and  a  great  development  of  the  sugar 
Indus trjr  in  Flori  a  is  sure  to  follow. 

Hice  is  a  staple  product  of  Florida.  It  is  usually  raised 
on  lov  ,  wet  land,  but  can  bo  grown  successfully  upon  dr;,  land. 
The  returns  rang  -  from  25  to  75  bushels  an  acre.  The  Cx^op  is 
e.s  certain  as  wheat  in  the  astern  tates,  anc  its  cultiv  tion 
simple  and  easily*  learned. 

Sweet  Potat  -es  are  universal  throughout  the  State,  the 
yield  ranging  from  75  to  200  bushels  per  acre.  They  ar  pro¬ 
duced  at  small  expense  and  labor,  and  furnish  the  settlor  a 
constant  food  supply  as  well  as  a  money  crop. 

C orn  . -  Tiile  Flo  Ida  is  not  a  great  corn  State,  enough 
of  this  crop  for  domestic  purposes  on  be  and  is  produced. 
Hammock  land  is  especially  adapted  to  its  cultu.-e.  ^he  white 
variety  is  generally  raised. 

Irish  Potatoes.-  The  yield,  of  this  crop  per  i  ere  is  not 
as  large  as  in  some  oth  r  States;  but  being  ready  for  shipment 
to  market  in  the  month  of  May,  its  v  lue  is  much  gre  t  r. 

Ar  owroot.  Cassava,  And  Comtie.-  Those  are  plants  containing 
starch  products  suitable  for  aanuf  cture  or  food.  They  ar 
commencing  to  receive  considerable  attention  and  are  destined  to 
a  future  of  much  com  .eric  il  importance. 

Hemp,  ftam.le ,  and  Jute.-  Those  are  fibrous  and  textile  plants, 
that  flourish  luxuriantly  in  Florida,  and  are  destined  to  be 
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great  value  in  the  immediate  future. 

Indigo.  Caster-Bean-.  The  indigo  plant  is  indigenous  in  Florida, 
and  at  one  time  was  e  tensively  cultivated,  btt  h:  a  fallen  into 
disuse.  In  time  its  cultivation  and  manufacture  are  likely 
to  be  revived  as  a  regul  r  and  profitable  industry.  The  castor- 
bean  in  Florida  bears  largely,  and  often  grows  to  the  height  of 
30  feet. 

Vegetables-  During  the  months  of  December,  January,  Feb¬ 
ruary,  and  larch,  when  the  fields  of  th  North  and  Vert  are 
profitless  and  frozen,  the  farmer  in  Florida  is  following 
his  truck  farming,  anti  shipping  his  vegetables  to  all  parts  of 
the  Untfcdd  States  at  a  time  when  there  is  no  competition.  As 
this  is  the  tourist  season,  the  towns  being  cro  dod  with  visi¬ 
tors,  and  all  the  great  hotels  open  and  filleddilth  guests,  an 
excellent  n  rket  is  also  found  at  home.  This  winter  resource  of 
the  Florida  settlor  is  so  well  known  th  t  it  needs  no  further 
comment,  except  to  add'  that  it  furnishes  to  the  oran  e  and  gen¬ 
eral  fruit-raiser ,  a  source  of  ample  and  immediate  income  before 
his  grove  or  orchard  comes  into  bearing. 

Oranges;-  Orange  culture  in  Florida  has  been  for  years  a 
great  and  growin  industry,  nd  is  now  on  a  firmer  basis  than 
eve  before.  The  causes  which  have  made  it  a  success  in  the  pa  tm 
will  make  a  success  in  the  future.  They  are  these: 

First.  Florida  pro  uces  the  fine  t  oranges  in  the  world. 

Second .The  lands  on  which  they  can  be  raised  are  the  chc^pe 
orange  lands  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 


Third  .  The  orange  fields  are  so  near  to  the  centers  of 
population  and  consumption,  the  great  markets  of  the  Worth 
and  West,  that  the  crop  c  n  be  allowed  to  fully  ripen  on  the 
tre  s,  ^nd  the  n  he  delivered,  at  small  expense, in  perfect  con¬ 
dition* 

fourth* Irrigation  is  not  ne  ded  to  secure  regular  crops* 
Thousands  heretofore  have  succeeded  in  this  safe, 
profitable,  and  fascinating  business;  thousands  hereafter  v/ill 
reap  fr  m  it  competence  or  art  ne.  Orange  culture  has  three 
distinct  advanta  es.  The  labor  is  relatively  lliht;  and  many 
who  from  ill  health  on  other  causes  have  not  the  strength  to 
engage  in  general  farm,  labor,  c  n  successfully  cultivate  a  grove. 

gain,  it  is  not  absol  tely  necessary  to  shi >  the  fruit  as  soon 
es  ripened.  It  can  remain  in  that  state  upon  the  tree  for  some 
months.  This  peculiarity  often  naves  the  grower  from  the 
necessity  of  throwing  his  fruit  upon  n  overstocked  market,  and 
allows  him  to  select  a  favorabl  time  for  shipment. 

Finally,  An  orange  g  ove,  dif  ering  from  field  crops, 
which  exhaust  the  soil,  or  short-lived  fruits  that  have  to  be 
often  renewed,  grows  in  value  with  age;  and,  when  once  well  pi  nt- 
ed,  will  bear  for  a  century,  and  guarantees  to  its  owner  an  in¬ 
creasing  income  for  a  life-time. 

The  price  of  land  suitable  for  orange  culture  will,  of 
course,  depend  upon  its,  quality,  nearness  to  a  town  ordmarket. 
and  the  other  innumerable  causes  that  nf  ect  land  values;  but 
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good  land,  adapted  to  oranges,  c  n  at  pr-  sent  be  ob  ained 
of  the  .'lori'a  Gout  ham  Railway,  t  $2,50  per  acre,  and 


in  come  localities  even  less.  Of  course,  the  practical 
set  ler  will  cle  r  and  f  nee  his  own  land,  plant  his  own 
trees  f  nd  do  all  the  work  about  his  g»s)¥9;  Blit,  for  the 
purposes  of  calculation,  the  clearing,  fencing,  planting, 
cultivation,  etc.,  rc  carried  out  in  the  following  es¬ 
timates  at  their  money  value.  The  prices  cover  s  illed 
labor,  constant  culture  and  attention,  and  the  best  quality 
of  stock  for  planting: 

Five  acres  of  land,  -  52.50  per  acre  - - - 5  12*50 

t;-.  •  \  ■ 

525  trees  carefully  s  lected  4  year  old  bud< od 

stock,  65  trees  to  the  acre,  75  cents  -  -  -243.75 

/  i] 

Clearing  and  fencing, 535  per  acre,  5  acres  -  -  175.00 

,  t  \  'ffc 

Care,  cultivation,  fertilizing  of  grove, 525 

per  acre ,  4  years  --------------  -500,00 

/V  f! 

Intaient,  tazes,  and  minor  expenses  -  -  -  -  150.00 

l  Total - 1081.25 

rf<  >' 


In  this  stat  ment  the  setting  out  of  the  trees  and  the 

i 

:f  bre  king  of  the  land  are  inol  ded  in  the  general  cost  of 
cultivation.  Assuming  that  this  grove  had  been  judiciously 
located,  and  had  received  constant  and  skillful  attention. 

The  treas  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  year  should  produce 
50  o  anges  each;  at  the  reasonable  estimate  of  3/4  ct.  each 
u  on  each  tree,  their  value  would  be;  325  trees,  50  oranges 
per  tree  -  -  16,250  G  3/4  ct  ------------  $121.88 

From  this  time  on  the  grove  would  rapidly  increase 
in  production,  and  should  yield  In  the  seventh  ye  r  not 
less  than  300  oranges  per  tree.  Calculating  as  before, 
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325  trees,  300  oranges  per  tree  —  97,500  3/4c-  - 

At  the  tenth  year,  placing  the  yield  at  1000  oranges 
per  tree,  we  have  325  tre  s  1000  oranges  per  tree — 

325,000  3/4  ct, - -  -  - - -  -  -2,437.50 

for,  a  return  of  10  per  cent  on  a  valuation  of  about 
0  5,000  oer  ac  e,  from  land  that  ten  years  before  had 
cost  $  2.50  per  acre). 

At  the  end  of  the  t?;elfth  or  thirteenth  year,  the 
trees  should  produce  1200  or  1500  oranges  each,  and 
the  result  as  follows:  325  oragges  per  tree  —  - 

487,500  &  3/4  ct  -  - - - -  3,646.25 

After  twenty  years,  the  orange  still  increases  in  pro¬ 
duction,  trees  40  to  50  years  old  sometimes  yielding  8,000 
to  10,000  oranges  each. 

1  hat  other  crop  known  to  agric.ltu  e  in  the  United  States 
offers  such  possible  return  from  such  small  outlay  ? 

It  may  be  asked  whether  ,  with  such  productive  capaci¬ 
ty,  lorida  will  not  break  the  markets  of  the  country.  In  an¬ 
swering  this  question  let  us  consider  some  leading  facts  in 
the  case. 

In  the  first  place,  all  Iflori  a  is  not  suited  to  orange 
culture.  Certainly  not  more  than  one-twentieth  part  of  the 
State  can  ever  be  utilized  for  this  purpose. 

Again,  the  growth  of  an  orange  grove  is  a  matter  of  time, 
and  allows  for  the  natural  increase  of  demand.  But  while  the 
area  of  production  is  limited,  and  the  production  itself  com¬ 
paratively  slow,  the  demand  is  preticnlly  unlimited.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  this  demand  Increases  not  only  in  the 
ratio  of  increase  of  populati  n,  but  beyond  it;  following  the 
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growth  of  wealth  and  luxury,  and  also  the  higher  standard  of 
living  which  is  prevailing  among  all  classes  in  the  United 
States* 

In  view  of  then  f:  cts  alone  it  seams  more  likely  that 
the  output  of  Flori  a  oranges  will  fall  below,  rather  than 
exce  d,  the  demand  of  our  own  country.  If,  however,  the  time 
should  ever  cone  when  our  supply  exce  ds  our  own  domestic  de¬ 
mand,  we  still  havo  the  great  markets  of  England  ready  and 
anxious  to  accept  our  fruit. 

Lemons . -  The  attention  given  to  the  culture  of  oranges 
in  Florida  h  s,  heretofo  e,  prevented  the  lemon  from  receiving 
the  notice  it  is  certain  to  have  in  the  future.  Enough  has 
be  n  done,  however,  to  show  the  possibilities  and  value  of  this 
important  fruit.  It  is  more  sensitive  to  the  cold  than  the 
orange,  b  it ,  on  the  other  hand,  will  f^o  rish,  on,  a  different 
soil  and  conies  to  bearing  much  earlier.  In  the  counties  of 
Polk,  De  Soto,  and  Manater,  especially,  It  finds  a  congenial 
home,  and  the  prudent  settler  in  that  section  will  find  his 
lemon  grove  a  source  of  early  and  constant  Income. 

Limes.-  What  is  true  of  the  lemon  is  also  true  of  the 
lime.  It  comes  to  be'oring  even  on  poor  soil,  and  particular¬ 
ly  in  Polk,  De  Soto  and  Manatee  counties,  is  a  us  ful  and  profita¬ 
ble  adjunct  to  the  orange  nd  lemon  grove. 

Pineapples.-  Next  in  importtnnee  to  the  citrus  fruits 

i  -  7- • ' 

in  Florida  is  the  pineapple.  The  culture  of  this  fruit  offers 

/K 

to  the  settlers  many  advantages.  If  carefully  tended,  It 
comes  to  bearing  in  about  twenty  months.  An  acre  should  yield 
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6,500  x  irB©  pineapples.  These  at  10  cents  each  woulg 
give  v650, OOj  hut  the  price  is  more  likely  to  be  20  c  nts. 

The  pineapple,  like  the  lemon  and  lime,  is  very  sensitive 
to  the  cold,  and  thrives  best  in  the  southern  counti  s  of 

Florida. 

Guava,  This  is  the  fruit  from  which  the  famous  jelly 
of  the  some  name  is  made,  and  is  rapidly  taking  a  high 
place  among  the  products  of  Flori  a.  The  guava  grows  on 
a  great  variety  of  soils,  and,  if  carefully  cultiv  ted, 
will  bear  in  eighteen  months  from  the  seed.  An  acre  should 
bear  200  trees,  and  a  tree  5  years  old  should  yield  a  bushel 
of  fruit.  Hereafter,  with  the  introduction  of  machinery 
for  that  purpose,  guavas  are  certain  to  be  exported  as  dried 
fruit.  Guavas  are  raised  throughout  Florida,  but,  from 
their  sesitlveness  to  coll  thrive  best  in  the  southern  coun¬ 
ties. 

Bananas,-  Much  attention  is  now  iven  to  this  fruit. 

From  their  sensitiveness  to  cold  their  profitable  culture 
is  confined  to  the  southern  counties,  where,  with  intelli¬ 
gent  culture,  they  furnish  the  settler  a  food  especially 
adapted  to  the  climate,  and  a  money  crop  of  much  value. 

The  Japanese  Fruits • 

Tithin  a  few  y  rs  there  h  ve  been  intro  uced  into  Florida, 
two  varieti  s  of  Japanese  fruits,  which  have  attained  gr  t 
importance.  They  are  the  Japanese  plum,  or  Loquat ,  and  the 
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Japanese  persimmon. 

Japanese  lun  will  flourish  wherever  the  orange  grows. 

^ho  tree  is  vc  y  ornamental,  and  co  iriencos  to  bear  \7hon  about 
five  years  old.  The  fruit  ripens  from  J  mi  ry  to  March,  and 
€  ells  readily  in  local  larkets ,  or  Is  shi  >ped  north  and  *ent, 
brin  in  from  25  cents  to  50  cents,  per  quart# 

Japanese  ersimon  is  recorded  by  many  as  the  most  de- 
liciou  of  all  fruits#  Budded  upon  the  native  ^erriramon,  it 
bears  in  f ro; :  one  to  throe  y  ars,  and  attains  the  ago  of  ono 
hundred’ years  without  losing  its  vigor#  The  fruit  ripens  from 
Hcpteabor  to  'larch.  It  soils  readily  in  lori  ia,  and  what 
little  ha.  dean  exported  lias  brought  enormous  orices  in  or- 
thorn  ir  hots#  hen  dried  the  Japanese  >orsimmon  rivals  the 
Fig. 

Chino se  ruits# 

The  LeConte  ear#  or  Chinese  land  .ear  has  within  a  few 
years  been  introduced  into  florid a  with  great  success .  It 
thrives  beet  in  the  northern  counties,  whore  many  large  and 
profitable  orchards  have  been  planted. 

Peaches  The  Honey,  ion-tau  nd  Bidwell  are  the  principal 

voriotioo  of  )  aches, now  raised  in  fieri  a*  Ills  is  a  valurble 
crop  for  at  V  st  two  ran  sons,  n  mely,  paying  returns  are  ob¬ 
tained  the  second  ye.  r  ‘after  setting  out  the  *cre  a,  and  tho 
crop  is  so  r  oh  earl  or  than  in  other  parts  of  the  country  that 
it  brings  and  o:coee  ingly  high  'price.  Tho  one  r  ulsite  to 
raise  poaches  sucoosofully  in  any  port  f  lori  a  is,  that  the 
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Land  shall  have  a  clay  subsoil. 

Strawberries.-  .'inter  strawberry  culture  in  Florida 
deserves  special  mention.  The  soils  and  climate  of  the 
State  are  particularly  favorable  to  this  industry,  which 
has  been  developed  to  a  large  extent,  and  is  yea  ?ly  in¬ 
creasing  in  import  nee.  The  plants  begin  to  bear  in 
January,  and  keep  on  till  May  or  June.  The  crop  is  m  in¬ 
ly  gathered  during  February,  ^arch  and  April.  As  in  th 
case  of  winter  vegetables,  the  strawberry  finds  a  home  as 
well  •  s  foreign  market,  from  the  demands  of  the  tourist 
season.  The  returns  from  this  fruit  are  sometimes  en  r- 
mous.  As  high  as  >2 , 000  per  aore  has  been  made.  This 
industry  is  o  especial  interest  to  many  semi-invalids, 
and  others,  of  moderate  means,  who  see  Florida  for  winter 
residence  only. 

. 

Cocoanuts;-  The  oocoanut  is  cultivated  in  the  extreme 
southern  portion  of  the  mainland,  and  also  on  the  Keys  of 
Florida.  It  ro  uires  to  bo  at  or  near  the  s  It  water. 

The  tree  comes  into  bea  ing  in  about  seven  years,  and  will 
continue  to  bear  for  nearly  a  century. 

The  nuts  grow  in  b  nches,  5  to  15  nuts  in  a  bunch,  s  strong 
tree  often  yielding  a  nut  for  Bach  day  in  the  year. 


The  area  of  land  within  the  State  suitable  for  cocoanuts 
walks  is  relatifeJk^Kffledllland  is  being  so  rapidly  taken 
up  and  planted  that  it  is  doubtful  if  any  will  remain 
for  occupation  at  the  -.aft  of  two  years. 

The  Pecan  Tree  is  now  receiving,  as  it  well  deserves 
gre:  t  attention  in  Florida*  v  It  can  be  grown  on  any 
varieties  of  soil  and  requires  little  abltlv  tion.  It 
begins  to  b  ar  at  seven  or  eight  years  fro  th  seed,  and 
fro.;i  that  ti  le  gives  no  trouble;  beyond  the,  gathering  of 
nuts,  :,n  acre  shoulo  sustain  at  least  forty  trees,  and 
each  tree  should  yield,  in  maturity,  not  less  th? n  one 
hundred  pounds  of  nuts. 

At  ten  cents  per  pound  this  .  ives  400  per  acre. 


the 


*  28-» 


OATTLK— RAISING  • 

has  alrays  been  a  gre  t  industry  in  Florida*  As  an  illustra¬ 
tion  of  her  resources  in  this  direction,  it  is  an  historical 
fact  that  aft  r  the  >ccupa  ion  of  the  Mississippi  River  by  the 
federal  forces  in  the  late  Civil  hr,  lori  a  furnished  the 
beef  supply  of  the  Confederate  armies.  ; tack  re  uire  no  shel¬ 
ter  in  inter.  The  e  is  no  loss  from  cold.  ater  i  abundant, 
anc!  in  the  grazing  districts  of  the  State  there  is  plenty  of 
nutritious  grass.  Thes  adv-  at ages  are  fully  appreciated  by 
many  stockmen  who  hov  been  frozen  out  in  the  Test,  and  are 
no’  re  no  via ;  to  Florida.  special  tJ  anti  n  i  c  lied  to  the 
lends  of  tho  Flori  a  Southern  Railway,  in  the  counties  of  Bre¬ 
vard  an.  Lee,  which  ar  among  the  finest  grazing  lands  in  the 
State. 

Hops  -  do  well  in  Florida  a;  cattle.  They  run  in  the  woods, 
and  find  nutritious  food  in  nunr  rous  roots  and  nuts,  or  can  be 
easily  fattened  on  the  saccharine  c  ops  of  the  country  at  small 
expense  • 

f 

Tim  Ti. 

The  undulating  and  rolling  lands  of  Florida  gone  oily 
caries  lnrg^  forests  of  yellow  and  pitch  pine;  and  on  tho  low¬ 
er  lands,  especially  near  rivers,  lakes,  and  swamps,  are  found 
heavy  forests  of  live  find  other  oak,  magnolia,  swe  t  bay,  gum, 
cypress,  and  oth  r  valuable  trees. 

The  land  grant  of  tho  L  >RH>A  SOUTHS  <N  RAIL  AT  «ontf  ins  much 

m.  . . 

valuable  tii  bnrland,  including  some  especially  dosir;  ble  tracts 
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covered  with  cedar* 

The  lumberman  of  ichigan  seem  to  have  just  realized 

be 

that  there  is  to  an/ond  to  the  supply  in  their  State,  and 
are  now  looking  towards  Florida;  there  never  has  been  the 
inuiry  for  timber  land  in  the  history  of  the  State  that 
ther  is  to-day;  the  result  is  that  the  large  and  valuable 
tracts  of  timber  are  rapidly  falling  into  the  hands  of 
practical  lumbermen,  who  ar  holding  them  until  their  supply 
in  some  other  place  is  exhausted*  Out  of  the  three  million 
acres  which  belong  to  this  co  pany,  upwards  of  one  ailllon 
acres  is  good  timber  land,  pine  anti  cypres  >,  cedar  and  man¬ 
grove,  which  will  run  from  2,500  feet  on  the  poorest  of  our 
pino  land,  as  high  as  20,000  feet  on  our  good  cypress  land. 
Thes  lands  are  held  in  large  tracts,  from  ,1  to  $5  per  acre* 

REASONS  WHY  INVESTORS  AND  S  TTLE  S  ■  H  ULQ  BUY  OUR  L  NDS * 

Liberal  Terms.  Vie  protect  the  squatters  on  our  lands. 

.  ^ 

?vTe  do  not  sell  any  set  lnr*s  improvements.  In  order  to  get 
title  to  our  lands  without  delay,  we  file  papers  in  the  State 
Land  Office,  set  ing  forth  that  we  will  prot  ct  any  actual 
settler  who  might  be  on  the  land  at  the  time  the  land  was 
deeded  from  the  State  to  us.  We  agree  to  give  th  m  the  s  me 
opportunity  to  purchase  the  land  that  they  would  have  had  if 
the  land  had  remained  in  the  State.  We  Iso  agree  to  sell 
them  at  the  same  ficjare.  We  have  gone  fu  thor  than  this,  and 
actually  protected  parties  who  have  settled  on  the  land  since 
the  land  was  reserved  for  our  company. 
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SPECIAL  IJ  DUCEMfSNTS  OFFERED . 

Until  November  1,  1888,  the  Land  Deportment  of  the  Florida 
Southern  Railway  will  make  the  following  extraordinary  o.for- 
to  the  public;  It  will  ive  a  tract  of  fivo  acres  of  land 

suitable  for  general  farmin':;  purposes  to  any  man  or  family 

B '  ,  I  * .  /| 

who  will  loc:  te  within  three  miles  of  the  line  of  the  Char¬ 
lotte  Harbor  ivision,  r nd  the  operating  department  of  the 
road  will  haul  the  lumber  to  build  a  house  for  the  setoler 
free  of  all  freight  charges.  The  land  Department  will  then 
give  bond  to  furnish  a  deed  to  the  land  at  the  end  ofonne 
year,  provided  the  settler  brings  a  c  rtificate  of  ood 
character  from  some  well-known  citizen  of  the  town  from  which 

he  co  ies.  lie  must  build  a  suitable  house  to  live  in,  and 

♦ 

must  fence  his  land  and  commence  tilling  and  cl  aring  the 
same,  and,  f inr lly,  ho  must  actually  r  sido  on  the  land  for  . 
one  year.  This  we  know  to  be  the  most  liberal  offer  that 
was  ever  made  by  r ny  land  company  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

Cur  reason  for  nuking  this  offer  is  this;  the  territory  which 
we  have  outlined  imme:  lately  adjoining  our  road  is  practically 
ours  forever.  Consequently,  a  settler  put  on  that  ter  Itory 
must  neces  arily  ship  his  products  over  our  road  at  least 
for  years  to  come.  We  want  these  settlers  and  this  extra 
amoufcfc  of  freight,  and  we  make  this  bid  for  it,  feeling  per¬ 
fectly  sure  th  t  before  the  next  six  months  has  expired, 

a 

we  will  have  cr  ated/jprosperity  th  c  untry  tributary 
to  our  Charlotte  Harbor  Division  which  neither  that  country 
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nor  any  other  part  of  Gloria  has  yet  experienced. 

To  encourage  improvements,  the  following  liberal  offer 
is  iada  to  parties  living  in  the  towns  r long  tho  line  of 
the  Florida  Southern  Hallway: 

To  the  man  who  will  set  out  and  take  care  of  the  most 
water-oak  sir  de  trees  for  one  ye?r,  the  trees  to  be  not  less 
than  three  inches  in  diameter,  and  to  be  set  out  along  the 
stre  ts  of  the  town  in  which  he  lives,  we  will  allow  to  se¬ 
lect  forty  acres  of  land  from  any  lan  which  the  company 
owns  at  the  time.  This  land  may  be  selected  by  the  man  who 
is  entitled  to  it,  which  will  be  determined  by  ce  tificate  f 
from  tho  railroad  agent  in  the  town  in  v  hicli  the  work  is  done. 
The  year  in  which  the  work  must  be  dd»he  will  be  from  the  1st 
day  of  March  1888,  to  the  1st  day  of  March,  1889.  This  of¬ 
fer  does  not  extend  to  parties  Contracting  to  plant  trees, 
but  only  th  those  who  have  the  work  done. 

Our  wbject  in  offering  this  inducement  is  to  encourage 
nd  assist  the  beautifying  of  the  towns  along  the  lino  of 
the  road 5  one  of  our  greatest  sources  of  revenue  tod  y  is 
the  winter  travel,  and  North  rn  people  who  come  here  in  the 
winter  will  nr  turally  select  pretty  places  to  spend  their 
winter  months  in.  If  our  towns  plant  shade  tre  s  and  keep 
them  up,  pave  their  streets  where  they  re  large  enough  to 
efford  to  do  it,  and  plant  gras  and  flowers,  they  will  cer¬ 
tainly  have  their  share  of  the  winter  travel. 
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St  Augustine  and  Jacksonville  can't  hold  all  tho  people 

who  come  hem  in  the  winter,  and  we  must  hold  out  indue e- 

{  .  ■ 

ments  to  draw  then  down  th  line  of  our  road. 

FISHERIES ♦ 

The  fisheries  of  Florida  are  among  the  most  important 

7  ■ 

ro sources  of  the  State.  The  fresh-water  lakes  and  streams 
abound  in  black  bass  and  pike,  and  the  list  of  salt-water 
fishes  is  almost  too  long  to  name,  Ked  snapper,  black 
snapper,  sheepshead,  pompano,  tarpon,  panish  mi  ckerel, 
rock-  fish,  and  mullet  are  the  leading  varieties.  Green 
turtles  are  also  found  in  grea  quantities  on  the  Florida 
coast,  and  in  many  places  there  are  vast  beds  of  oysters. 

!^he  gathering  of  sponges  oil  the  Gulf  coast  is  also  an  im¬ 
portant  industry.  Gince  the  completion  of  the  ’lor Ida 

Southern  iailway  to  Unta  Gorda,  large  fisheries  have 

- 

been  established  at  that  point.  The  waters  of  this  region 

\  !  '  -  .  *  •  • 

literally  swarm  with  fish,  and  as  this  port  offers  ex¬ 
ceptional  shipping  advantages,  it  will  undoubtedly  become 
a  great  center  of  the  fishing  industry. 

'■LIM  TF ,  RAINF  LL ,  HKALTKFULRF  3  i  . 

The  climate  of  Flori  a  Is  so  at  motive  that  from  November 
to  May  100,000  tourists  and  invalids  annua  ly  seek  it,  and 
convert  the  State  into  a  vast  pleasure  resort  an<  sanitarium. 
The  southern  latitude  of  Flori  a  exempts  it  from  th  cold. 


Its  peculiar  shape  and  position  protect  it  from  excessive 
heat*  The  Atlantic  Ocean  is  its  eastern  boundary  from 
north  to  south.  The  Sulf  of  'lexioo  makes  five-sixths  of 
its  western  boundary. 

Below  the  29th  parallel  of  latitude  the  3tate  is  a 
true  peninsular,  so  narrow  th  t  the  influence;  of  the  pure 
salt-water  winds  from  either  dide  ore  felt  across  its 
entire  extent.  Thn  number ous  1  kes  tho t  dot  its  surft.ee 
also  have  great  influence  in  edifying  the  ummc.r  te  perature , 

The  a1  arm  term  begins  in  June  and  ends  in  September. 

The  heat  is  uniform  and  constant,  but  not  so  gro:  t  as  is  often 
felt  In  the  northern  and  astern  States  during  their  hot 
weather.  The  report  of  the  United  States  Signal  service 
for  thirteen  years  show  that  in  Bismarck,  Dakota,  the 
thermometer  h  s  registered  as  high  as  105°  ;  in  Leavenworth 
Kansas,  107°;  in  Washington,  104°;  in  Cine inn  fci,  10  0  in 

n  i 

hiladelphia  101.5°  Boston  101.5°  New  York  100.2  Buffalo,  101 

O  V 

■  t  Louis,  10G  .  During  this  came  period  the  therm  meter  in 
Jacksonville,  Fla.  has  only  once  exceeded  100°,  th  n  touching 
104°;  and  at  Key  Lest,  the  maximum  durin  the  :  a me  period 
was  97°. 

The  rainfall  is  amply  sufficient  for  agriculture.  Irriga¬ 
tion  is  not  needed.  There  is  no  long  continued  dry  season,  as 
rain  falls  every  month  in  the  year.  During  the  summer,  daily 
showers  clear  and  cool  the  air.  Heavy  g  les  with  much  rain 
often  occur  on  the  coasts  during  August,  .'September,  -  nd  in 
or  rly  October;  but  they  do  little  ham  on  shore,  and  tornadoes 
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and  sand  storm  arc  prcv  tiaUy  unknown* 

Statistics  place  /lari  e  o  ions  the  her  it  Ill-  nt  States. 

The  nit'd  "tat  s  oensue  of  18G0  iveo  the  total  denth-rrt© 
to  opul  t ion /four  North  n,  four  '.'on  torn,  an  four  -out horn 
states  a  >  follows: 

ercont • 

Massachusetts  ----------------  —  -  -  jfecvsfit 

Now  York  -  -  -  - - - -  -  -  —  -  - - -  17*3G 

Now  Jersey  ---------------------  1G.35 

hode  Island  -  -  -  - -  -  -  -----------  -17. 01 

Indiana  -  -  —  —  -----------  -  -  -  — ,  15,78 

California  -----------  —  ---------  13,33 

Colorado  ----------------------  13,11 

Illinois  -----  -  -  -------------  14.63 

Alabama  -----------------  —  -  -  -  —  14,30 


Georgia, - - - -  -  -  - - —  —  —  13*79 

Mississippi  -  -  -----  -  —  ----------  ip,39 

Florida  -  - - -  -  - - 11,72 

Diseases  of  the  throat  and  lungs,  rheumatism  nd 
catarrh,  are  cu  ad  and  benefited  by  the  clin  to,  ^lptheria  and 
many  other  epi  omic  disease:  rarely  00  ur. 

One  Groat  Advantage,^ 

In  O'  tin  ting  the  ben  fits  of  the  olimat  ■  of  lorida  and 
the  inducements  which  the  Dteto  of.  ora  to  in  Igrriito,  cr  t 
consideration  should  bo  i^on  to  the  foot  that  here  nan  can 
turn  his  labor  to  account  ovary  xmth  in  the  y  .  Th  lorida 
farmer  is  never  driven  to  periods  of  enforc  d  idleness,  as  in 
harsher  clin  ton,  wh  re  f or  long  terns  his  fi  l&r  a  0  foozen 
and  unproductive.  Each  month  h  s  its  later  and  its  crop,  as 
shown  by  the  following  statement  copied  from  a  work  on  ’lori  a, 
issued  by  the  Department  of  agriculture  at  ashin  ;ton. 


34 


,  "  Uor  for  the  Reason. 

"  Tho  farm  and  gard  n  work  l’or  the  year  is  briefly  indie  tod, 
follows : 

"In  <T-nur.ry,  pi  nt  risk  po ta t&os f  poaoo ,  boots,  t'rnipr, 
cabbage,  and  11  hardy  or  serai-hardy  ve  otnblo  ;  make  hot- 
bode.  for  pushing  tho  nor e  tender  plant's,  such  as  melons, 
tomatoes,  okra,  eg  -  >1  mts  etc;  cot  out.  fruit  nd  oth  r 
tre <  s  and  sh  bbory* 

"IPebru  ry,«  Keep  planting  for  a  succession,  same  t-.r>  in 
January,  in  addition,  plant  vinos  of  i  ll  kin..-,  :mblv  y,  end 
fruit  tre-o  of  11  kinds ,  oopocially  of  thr-  citrus  f  nily, 

£  n  -b  ,  c  utl;  t  '  .  .  2  .  ■  • 

Oats  my  also  bo  still  sown,  as  they  ...  o  in  previous  unths , 
":3arch  -f,.or n,  oats,  and  pi  nting  of  Jebru  ry  nay  he  continued; 
tronopl  'njtstto- mtoos,  eg  -plants  ,  rolons,  beans,  rid  vines  of 

all  hinds;  mulbcr  ios  and  bl  okherrles  sre  no  ri  o  In  > 

"...  j.  ■■■  - 

arils  lent  as  in  ’'arch,  except  Irish  po  tat 4 on ,  kohl-radl, 

turnips,  ;  continue  to- transplant  tomato  ola*  ,  •  slants; 

* 

novr  Millet,  corn,  cot?  peas  for  fodder;  plant  th •  butter-  bean, 
Igdy  pease  j  dig  Iri;  h  >ot  oes  •  nions,  bo  to  an  uual  early 
1  »  Ottld  be  pi  nty  for  table# 

:?a:/  #  -  lent  sweet  potatdoe  Cor  draws  in  bods;  continue  Want¬ 
ing  corn  for  table;  snap-b  a  ns,  p  s  and  cucumber:;  outfit  to 
be  veil  forward  f  r  ucqj  continue  pi  nting  okra,  ng,  -pi  its, 
pepper  and  b  .tter-b  a ns. 

June  ;  Tho  heavy  planting  of  owe  t  potatoes  and  cow  n  •  o  is  nor 


in  ordor;  Irish  potatoes,  tom  toes,  and  n  pro  t  variety  of  table 


vegetables  a  e  now  r.ady,  a:  also  plums,  early  peaches 
and  grapes. 

July.  Sweet  potatoes  and  cow  peas  are  safe  to  plant,  tiie 
rainy  season  bein'.,  f  vorable;  grapes,  poaches  and  figs  are  in 
full  season,  Orange  trees  may  bo  set  out  if  the  se  <.on  is 

wet. 

August  ;  .Finish  up  planting  sweet  potatoes  and  cow  )  ,:  s;  sot/ 
cab br.ge ,  cauliflower,  turnips  for  fall  planting;  plant  kojl- 
rabi  and  rutaba  as;  transplant  orange  trees,  and  bud;  last 
of  month  pi  -  ait  a  few  Irish  potatoes  nnd  beans. 

Pept ember  {  Now  is  the  time  to  com  once  for  the  true  i  inter 
garden,  garden  which  is  co  unenced  in  the  North  in  ipril 
and  ! 'ey.  P  ant  the  whole  range  of  vegetables  except  swe  t 
potatoes,  set  out  asparagus,  onion  sets,  and  str  wherry  plant 
October-  Plant  same  as  last  month;  put  in  ga  d  n  pe<  s;  set 
out  c  bbage  plants;  dig  sweet  potatoes,  sow  oats,  rye,  etc. 
November;  A  good  month  for  garden;  continue  to  plant  nd 
trans  lrn$  same  as  for  October;  sow  oats,  barley,  an  ryo 
for  winter  pasturage  or  crops;  dig  sweet  potatoes;  house  or 
bank  them,  make  sugar  and  syrup. 

December;  Clear  u  :>  generally,  fence,  effchth,  manure,  nd 

*r,“  r  T*‘" 

T  • 

sow  an  plant  hardy  vegetables,  set  out  orange  tro  a ,  fruit 
trees,  and  shrubbery;  ee  >  a  sharp  oukout  for  an  occasional 
frost,  a  slight  nroteotion  will  prevent  injury. " 


■> 
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POHJL  'PI ON «  E-aLTH,SQGI  ,TY» 

The  population  of  Florida  in  1805  was  346,  799,  an  increase 
of  28  per  cent,  since  1880.  It  is  a  f  ct  of  gre  t  significance, 
however,  as  showing  the  rosperity  and  development  of  the  State, 
that  while  the  increase  of  population  has  b©<  n  at  the  rate  of 
28  per  cent,  the  v  lue  of  propery  ha  advanced  at  the  rate  of 
127  per  cent.,  or  from  an  as  ssment  of  $31,158,846  to  $70,637, 
458.  The  advance  per  capita  is  as  striking  as  in  the  ag  regate 
the  per  capita  valuation  s  owing  '206.63  at  present  as  gainst 
$115.40  at  the  time  of  the  last  census. 

In  1880,  Florida  ha  528  miles  of  r  ilrood$ todays  she  has 
1,700  miles,  an  increase  f  more  than  218  per  cent. 

The  school  system  of  Florida  is  good,  and  ste  ily  im- 
pr  ving.  The  number  of  public  schools  in  oper  tion  in  1885 
was  1,724,  with  an  attend  nee  of  62,327;  as  a g? inst  1,131 
schools,  with  an  at  endance  of  39,345,  in  1880. 

Beside  the  common  schools  of  the  State,  there  are  various 
institutions  for  higher  education,  The  Florida  Unive  sity  at 
Tallahassee,  with  medical  depa  tmont;  the  Flori  a  Agricultural 
College  at  Lake  City;  the  hast  Florida  Seminary  t  O  in  sville; 
Military  and  Normal  chool;  Institute  of  the  Deal,  Dumb  and  Blind 
at  St.  ugustine;  and  many  others. 

The  population  of  Flori  a  is  ve  y  cosmopolitan.  Its  immigra¬ 
tion  h  s  come  from  eve  y  State  in  the  nion,  and  nearly  every 
country  in  ;;he  world.  The  Floridians  are  an  intelligent,  abbath* 
keeping  people,  and  the  institutions  of  religion  are  everywhere 
respected  and  maintained. 
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HINTS  TO  INTENDING  IMMIGRANTS. 

If  you  desire  any  special  information  regarding  Florida, 
or  the  lands  owned  by  this  company,  write  to  the  L  nd 
Department,  Florida  Southern  Railway,  Jacksonville,  Florida, 
and  you  will  receive  an  immediate  and  explicit  repj.y# 

If  you  are  forming,  or  wish  to  foim  a  company  to  set  le 
in  Florida,  and  several  cf  your  friends  and  neighbors  are 
interested  in  the  scheme,  write  to  tho  address  given  above, 
and  an  agent  of  this  company  will  visit  you,  and  assist  in 
promoting  your  plan. 

If  you  wish  to  visit  Florida  to  examine  the  lands  owned  by 
this  Company,  go  to  your  nearest  railroad  ticket  agent,  and 
ask  him  for  a  ticket  to  Jacksonville, Florida.  If  ho  cannot  sell 
it  to  you,  or  obtain  it  for  you,  then  write  to  the  above  address 
and  you  will  receive  full  information  about  rates,  routes,  etc. 

On  reaching  Jacksonvill  ,Fla.  go  to  the  Land  Department 
of  the  Florida  Southern  Railway,  where  you  c  n  see  maps  and 
plans  of  all  the  lands  owned  by  the  Company. 
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